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INCUB AT ION:  ‘… …to  deve lop  l i f e  w i t h i n ,  by  any  p rocess . ’  
 
INCUBAT OR :  ‘ . . . . . . a  p l ace ,  o rgan i sa t i on ,  o r  env i r onmen t  t ha t  p romo tes   
                           t he  g row th  o r  deve lopmen t  o f  some th i ng . ’  
 
 
The  Lebanese -Oman i  Cen t re  i n  t he  hea r t  o f  Be i r u t  i s  des i gned  as  an  
i ncuba to r  f o r  t he  cu l t u ra l  l i f e  i n  Lebanon ,  enab l i ng  t he  i n t e rac t i on  
be tween  t he  d i f f e ren t  a r t s  o f  t he  coun t r y .   
 
I n t e rwove n  t h ree  d imens iona l l y ,  t he  d i ve r se  p rog ram o f  t he  cen t re  i s  
o rgan i zed  i n  l aye rs ,  each  one  ded i ca ted  t o  a  g roup  o f  a r t s .  The  
p rog ram o f  t he  b r i e f  i s  o rgan i zed  acco rd i ng  t o  t he  f unc t i ona l l y  needed  
d imens ions  i n  a  supe r  r a t i ona l  way  as  s t acks ,  wh i ch  become  
i n te r connec ted  by  open  p l a t f o rms .  G rouped  a round  a  cen t ra l  a t r i um ,  
t h i s  k i nd  o f  o rgan i za t i on  l eaves  a  max imu m o f  open  space  f o r  t he  
exchange  be tween  t he  d i f f e ren t  a r t s ,  t he  b reed ing  space  f o r  i deas  and  
i nsp i r a t i on .   
 
Wrapped  by  a  t ex t i l e  sk i n ,  t h i s  concep t  expands  i n t o  ve r t i ca l  open  
vo ids  o f  l i gh t ,  c rea t i ng  t he  spec ia l  au ra  o f  t he  house  o f  a r t s  and  
cu l t u re .  Th i s  memb rane  med ia tes  be tween  t he  cen t re  and  t he  c i t y  l i f e ,  
f i l t e r i ng  the  Med i t e r ranean  l i gh t .  Pe r f o ra ted  on  spec ia l  s i t ua t i ons ,  t he  
sk i n  g i ves  v i ew  t o  Be i r u t  and  t he  su r round ing .  I n  t he  even ing ,  t he  
med ia t i on  t u rns  i ns i de  ou t ,  i l l um ina ted  by  med ia  p ro j ec t i ons  o f  t he  
i nne r  l i f e  o f  t he  house  on  t he  membrane .   
 
S ta r t i ng  f r om  the  cen t ra l  r ecep t i on  ha l l  and  t he  access  f r om  the  
squa re ,  t he  cen t re  i s  o rgan i zed  i n  f i ve  p l a t f o rms .   
A t  g round  l eve l ,  t he  en t rance  p l a t f o rm  opens  t o  t he  squa re  w i t h  t he  
shop ,  t he  ca fé  and  an  ou tdoo r  t e r r ace .  F rom he re ,  a l l  l eve l s  can  be  
d i r ec t l y  accessed  be  e l eva to r s ,  supe rv i sed  f r om  the  s ta f f  a t  t he  
i n f o rma t i on  desk .  
 
F rom an  open  l ounge  and  even t  space  on  l eve l  two ,  t he  pe r f o rmance  
p l a t f o rm  s ta r t s  w i th  t he  two  mu l t i f unc t i ona l  ha l l s  and  the  boa rd rooms .   
The  c i nema  and  t he  na t i ona l  c i nema theque  a re  g rouped  on  t he  th i r d  
p l a t f o rm .  Toge the r  w i t h  t he  d i g i t a l ,  v i deo ,  sound  and  pho to  wo rkshops  
t hey  f o rm  t he  med ia l abs .  
 
On  t op  o f  t hese  l abs ,  r i gh t  unde r  t he  t ex t i l e  r oo f  i s  t he  ga rden  o f  poe t r y  
and  scu lp tu re  s i t ua ted ,  a  g reen  space  t o  r e l ax  and  concen t ra te ,  
connec t i ng  t he  a r t  and  pe r f o rmance  wo rkshops  and  t he  l i b ra r y  o f  t he  
documen ta t i on  cen t re .  
 
 
 
 



 
 
F rom he re  h i ghes t  l e ve l  opens  up ,  t he  f i ne  a r t s  and  exh ib i t i on  space .  
R igh t  on  t op  o f  t he  bu i l d i ng ,  i t  bene f i t s  w i t h  i t s  shed  roo f  f r om  the  
beau t i f u l  l i gh t  i n  Lebanon .   
 
Be tween  t hese  l eve l s ,  t he  c i r cu l a t i on  i s  o rgan i zed  by  open  s ta i r s  and  
l i f t s ,  enab l i ng  a l so  hand i capped  peop le  t o  use  a l l  f unc t i ons  o f  t he  
cen t re .   
A l l  l e ve l s  a re  se r ved  f r om the  l oad ing  dock  d i r ec t l y  by  goods  l i f t s .  I n  
add i t i on ,  t he  ca fé  a l so  has  d i r ec t  access  t o  t he  ou t s i de ,  i n  o rde r  t o  
f unc t i on  a l so  a f t e r  hou rs .   
 
A l ong  t he  new ly  c rea ted  pedes t r i an  zone  connec t i ng  v i a  a  pedes t r i an  
t unne l  t o  t he  sou th ,  a  d rop  o f  and  a  sma l l  pocked  pa rk  w i t h  t he  
seconda ry  s t a f f  and  a r t i s t ’ s  en t r ance  i s  s i t ua ted .  F rom he re ,  t he  
chang ing  rooms ,  t he  o r ches t ra  p i t  and  bo th  pe r f o rmance  ha l l s  a re  
d i r ec t l y  connec ted .  
 
The  adm in i s t r a t i on  o f  t he  cen t re  i s  p l aced  on  i n  be tween  l eve l s  above  
t he  boa rd  r ooms .    
 
Wh i l e  t he  sma l l  pe r f o rmance  ha l l  i s  des i gned  as  a  b l ack  box ,  t he  b i g  
ha l l  i s  equ ipped  w i t h  a  movab le  f l oo r ,  enab l i ng  d i f f e ren t  se t t i ngs ,  f r om  
a  l a rge  con fe rence  on  a  f l a t  f l oo r  t o  an  I t a l i an  s t y l e  t hea t re .  
Fu r t he rmore ,  t he  poss ib i l i t y  ex i s t s  i n  t he  f l a t  f l oo r  con f i gu ra t i on ,  t ha t  
a r t i s t  can  en te r  t he  space  f r om  bo th  s i des .  
 
The  cons t ruc t i on  o f  t he  cen t re  i s  kep t  s imp le .  The  ma in  ‘ p rog ram 
s tacks ’  a re  bu i l t  conven t i ona l l y  i n  conc re te  and  t he  p l a t f o rms  i n  
be tween  a re  cons t ruc ted  i n  s t ee l .  The  t op  box  o f  t he  exh ib i t i on  p l a t f o rm  
i s  a l so  cons t ruc ted  i n  s t ee l .  The  t ens i l e  s t r uc tu re  o f  t he  membran e  
f açade  i s  d i r ec t l y  a t t ached  t o  t he  ma in  s t r uc tu re  o f  t he  bu i l d i ng .  
 
The  aes the t i c  appea rance  o f  t he  bu i l d i ng  i s  shaped  by  t he  t ex t i l e  sk i n  
and  i t s  seams  f o l l ow ing  an  A rab i c  pa t t e rn .  On  spec ia l  occas ions ,  t h i s  
sk i n  i s  ‘ pe r f o ra ted ’  i n  a  r andom sys tem by  pa r t s  o f  t he  t r ans l ucen t  sk i n  
subs t i t u ted  by  t r anspa ren t  ones .  
 
The  ma in  i n t e r i o r  o f  t he  bu i l d i ng  i s  kep t  neu t ra l  i n  wh i te  conc re te  and  
na tu ra l  s tone  f l oo r i ngs ,  accen tua ted  by  spec ia l  f u rn i t u re .  Th i s  
unde r l i nes  t he  i nne r  spaces  o f  t he  bu i l t  vo l ume  l i ke  f o r  examp le  t he  
pe r f o rma nce  ha l l s ,  wh i ch  a re  a l l  des i gned  i n  d i f f e ren t  ma te r i a l s .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          




